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“Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity Inc. develops 
leaders, promotes brotherhood and academic 
excellence, while providing service and 
advocacy for our communities.” 

    –Mission Statement of ΑΦΑ 
 
 

On behalf of the Brothers of Kappa Upsilon Lambda Chapter, the Mid-
Hudson Valley Alphas, and the KUL Foundation, I bid you Welcome to 
Our 2023 Scholarship Dinner Dance! 

Tonight is a Celebration! In accordance with our theme for the evening 
“Making a Difference Today to Help the Future of Our Youth”, we 
honor ALL those that have chosen to be part of the Educational Systems of 
their local municipalities and work to help ensure that our future, Our 
Youth, understand the importance of getting a good education, of going to 
high school, obtaining a diploma, and going on to college, the importance 
of scholastic achievement in all fields – the importance of ACADEMIC 
EXCELLENCE .. the importance of SCHOLARSHIP! .  

 

Over 116 years ago, the Founders of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity 
understood that importance as they came together in 1905 at Cornell 
University and formed a study group that would be the precursor to the 
Fraternity.  The Founders of this Fraternity knew the importance! All Men 
that  wear the Old Gold and Black of this Illustrious Band of Noble Men 
know the importance.  And we are tasked to make sure that our youth 
understancd why their future success is paramount to all of us! 

 

We salute and celebrate that today.   But, we also celebrate those that  
honor us with their unwavering support of our charitable endeavors year to 
year…the People of the Mid-Hudson Valley!  Your attendance this evening 
is a great and physical testament to that. We truly appreciate you.  And on 
behalf  the Chapter, we say a hearty  “Thank You!”!   Enjoy your evening! 

 

Greetings, 
 

 

 

Sincerely and Fraternally, 

Eric D. Tarver 
Chair, 2023 Scholarship Dinner Dance 

 



 

 



 

 
 



 

 
 



     

WILLIS L. LONZER, III, Ph.D. 
GENERAL PRESIDENT 

 
CHRISTOPHER G. ELLIS, Jr. 
REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENT 

SEAN L. McCASKILL 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

 
    TABIUS J. WILSON, Jr. 

REGIONAL ASSISTANT VICE PRESIDENT 

 
 
 

EASTERN REGION 

ALPHA PHI ALPHA FRATERNITY | EASTERN REGION 
PO BOX 24127 ROCHESTER, NY 14624 W: ALPHAEAST.COM  

 
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity develops leaders, promotes brotherhood and academic excellence, while providing service 

and advocacy for our communities. 

 
 
 
Kappa Upsilon Lambda: 
 
On behalf of the Eastern Region of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity I celebrate your 
years of service and dedication to the Mid-Hudson Valley.  I encourage you to 
march onward and upward as you support tomorrow’s  leaders.  
 
Congratulation to this outstanding community for producing this  year’s 
scholarship winners.  May this special designation and support amplify your 
voice and assist you on your mission.   
 
The Eastern Region will foster efforts to advance the causes of the Fraternity 
and address issues of global importance as we continue to “Develop leaders, 
promote brotherhood and academic excellence while, providing service and 
advocacy for our communities.” 
 
Fraternally, 

    
Christopher G. Ellis, Jr.       
Eastern Regional Vice President 
 



 

  

 

  

Since it’s founding on Tuesday, December 4, 1906, Alpha Phi  Alpha 
Fraternity, Inc. has supplied voice and vision to the struggle of African-
Americans and people of color around the world. Alpha Phi Alpha (ΑΦΑ), 
the first intercollegiate Greek-letter fraternity established for African-
Americans, was founded at Cornell University in Ithaca, New York by seven 
college men who recognized the need for a strong bond of Brotherhood 
among African descendants in this country. The visionary founders, known as 
the Jewels of the Fraternity, are Henry Arthur Callis, Charles Henry Chapman, 
Eugene Kinckle Jones, George Biddle Kelley, Nathaniel Allison Murray, 
Robert Harold Ogle, and Vertner Woodson Tandy. 

 

History of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. 
 

The Fraternity initially served as a study and support group for minority 
students who faced racial prejudice, both educationally and socially, at Cornell. 
The Jewel founders and early leaders of the Fraternity succeeded in laying a 
firm foundation for Alpha Phi Alpha's principles of scholarship, fellowship, 
good character, and the uplifting of humanity. 

 

Alpha Phi Alpha chapters were established at other colleges and 
universities, many of them historically black institutions, soon after the 
founding at Cornell. The first Alumni Chapter was established in 1911. While 
continuing to stress academic excellence among its members, Alpha also 
recognized the need to help correct the educational, economic, political, and 
social injustices faced by African-Americans. 

About Alpha Phi Alpha 45 

Alpha Phi Alpha has long stood at the forefront of the African-American 
community's fight for civil rights through leaders such as: W.E.B. DuBois, 
Adam Clayton Powell, Jr., Edward Brooke, Martin Luther King, Jr., Thurgood 
Marshall, Andrew Young, William Gray, Paul Robeson, Ralph Metcalfe, Sr., 
Ernest Morial, and many others. True to its form as the “of firsts,” Alpha Phi 
Alpha has been interracial since 1945. 

 

Alpha Phi Alpha today continues its commitment to members of the 
Fraternity and the African-American community through Alpha University.  
Through the groundbreaking Alpha University training program, the 
Fraternity has rededicated itself to fostering a spirit of Brotherhood within the 
ranks of the Fraternity, preparing a new generation of leaders and bringing 
consistency to chapter operation and to the implementation of the Fraternity's 
National  and Special programs.   

 

 

First of All, Servants of All, We Shall Transcend All. 
www.apa1906.net 

http://www.apa1906.net/


 

  

 

 

Kappa Upsilon Lambda Chapter, the 542th Chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha 
Fraternity, Incorporated, was chartered on the Tuesday, December 3,  1974, by 
fourteen men in the Mid-Hudson Valley area of New York in order to continue 
their commitment to the Fraternity and its motto. Our mission is to help young 
black males graduate high school and inspire them to become productive 
citizens through a college education. Our services also include educating our 
communities on the importance of voting and practicing abstinence. 

 

Our Chapter charter members are referred to as Pearls and they are:  
 

A Brief History of the  
Kappa Upsilon Lambda (ΚΥΛ) Chapter 

 

Gerald Andrews* William A. Crawford 
Sammuel A. T. Hodge* Elmer P. Leigh* 
James McLaughlin Jr.* Adedokun A. Oshoniyi* 
Vernon M. Perry Jr. Richard F. Peterson* 
Frank H. Reid James E. Royal 
James H. Stith John O. Stroud 
Robert A. Threadgill* Eddie B. Weeks* 

 The Kappa Upsilon Lambda Chapter serves the New York Mid-Hudson Valley 
area and it's surroundings including the Towns and Cities of Poughkeepsie, 
Newburgh, Fishkill, Beacon, Wappinger Falls, and Middletown. 
 

The Chapter and it’s charitable arm, the KUL Foundation, sponsor and support 
a growing number of mentorship, giveback, and scholarship programs throughout 
the Mid-Hudson Valley of New York.  These include our premiere mentorship 
program, the Project Thunder Program, as well as the CHRIS Foundation,  
participation LDI or Leadership Development Institutes; and our newly 
established scholarship program, the Christopher Scudder Memorial Scholarship 
Fund.  To learn more, please see the back cover of this souvenir journal. 

 

Through Project Thunder, and the Chapter and  the Foundation, the Chapter 
implements and provides financial support for the Fraternity’s National and Special 
Programs: “Go-To-High School, Go-To-College”, and “Project Alpha”. The Chapter looks 
to grow its charitable giving and community reach through endowments from 
Corporate and Community Partners and Sponsors. 
 

After a far too long hiatus, in 2009 the Chapter re-established and held it’s 
prestigious Black & Gold Gala, a black-tie event used to recognize distinguished 
individuals and organizations in the Mid-Hudson Valley for their charitable works. It 
is held every 5 years now.  In 2014, the Chapter and the Foundation established the 
Scholarship Dinner Dance.  It is their signature annual event and also serves as a 
premiere fundraiser with local business sponsorship and your financial support.  It 
provides the Chapter and the Foundation the funding to continue to deliver and 
expand our top quality mentoring, youth outreach, and community service 
initiatives, that help build self-esteem, promote career development, inspire good 
citizenship and civic responsibility, and show the importance of obtaining a college 
education.   
  * = Deceased 



 

 

 Congratulations 

To the Young Men receiving 
Honors this evening! 

Proud to support the  
Mid-Hudson Valley Alphas (My Bros)  

and the KUL Foundation this year! 

Do you need supplemental life insurance?  
You’re probably saying to yourself “Nope”. 

COMBINEDINSURANCE.COM 

 Torrino Harvey 
 

Independent Sales Representative, offering 
Combined Life Insurance Company of New York 
 
845.743-2009 
torrino.harvey@ia.combined.com 

 

 

 

Let me show you how you can get the money 
you deserve when Accidents, Cancer, Heart 

Attacks, “life” happens.   Contact me. 
 

 



 

   

  

Congratulations 

To the Honorees on your  
Outstanding Achievements! 

  

  

At K Fortuna All Aspects Realty, 
allow us to assist you in your new 

purchase or sale of your home! 

 

 

Shawn Pitcher - Broker 

Contact me at .. 
 

p: 845-453-6486 
e:  shawnp12@hotmail.com 
w: Kfortunaallaspectsrealty.com 
 





 

 
 



 

  

 

 
ITINERARY 

 
CALL TO ORDER 

BROTHER HUGH ZUBER 
Immediate Past President, ΚΥΛ Chapter 

Master of Ceremonies 
 

INVOCATION 
BROTHER EDWARD L. HUNT 

Member, ΚΥΛ Chapter 
 

GREETINGS 
BROTHER GEOFFREY GABBEDON 

President, ΚΥΛ Chapter 
 

DINNER SERVICE BEGINS 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  
BROTHER ANTHONY GRICE 

Member, ΚΥΛ Chapter 
 

DESSERT IS SERVED 
 

PRESENTATION OF HONORS 
BROTHER ERIC REED 
Member, ΚΥΛ Chapter 

 

FRATERNITY HYMN & PRAYER 
All Men of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Incorporated 

 



 

 

  
KAPPA UPSILON LAMBDA (ΚΥΛ) CHAPTER 

 

 

BROTHER GEOFFREY GABBEDON 
PRESIDENT 

 

BROTHER INIMA IBOCKO 
VICE-PRESIDENT 

 

BROTHER ANDREW OLIVER 
SECRETARY 

 
BROTHER CHADWICK DAVIS 

TREASURER 
 

BROTHER LYDELL  LETTSOME 
CHAPLAIN 

 
BROTHER ERIC KEYES  

DIRECTOR OF EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES 
  

BROTHER KEVIN FAIR 
PARLIAMENTARIN 

 

BROTHER PATRICK MILLER 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY 

 
BROTHER REUBEN WILKERSON 

ASSOC EDITOR TO THE SPHINX 
 

BROTHER MILTON JOHNSON 
SERGEANT-AT-ARMS 

 
BROTHER ERIC TARVER 

DEAN OF MEMBERSHIP 
HISTORIAN 

 
 

BROTHER EUGENE L. AIKEN, JR. 
 

BROTHER SHAWN CHEATHAM, SR. 
 

BROTHER ANTHONY GRICE. 
 

BROTHER TORRANCE HARVEY 
 

BROTHER PHILIP HOWARD 
 

BROTHER RANDALL JOHNSON 
 

BROTHER FRANK REID 
 

BROTHER COLIN SMITH, JR. 
 

BROTHER HUGH ZUBER 
 
 

BROTHER LOREN BELLAMY 
 

BROTHER ARCHIE ELAM 
 

BROTHER DAVID HARRIS 
 

BROTHER TORRINO HARVEY 
 

BROTHER EDWARD L. HUNT  
 

BROTHER ERIC REED 
 

BROTHER CURTIS RHETT 
 

BROTHER LES ST. LOUIS 
 

BROTHER PAUL WEBSTER 
 

MEMBERS  
 

OFFICERS  
 

* 

* = ΚΥΛ PEARL 
 



 
 

Congratulations 

To the Mister Oluwaponmile “Wesley” 
Fafowora and Mister Darien Gillins  
 on your graduation and receiving  

awards from the Chapter;  
the Men of Kappa Upsilon Lambda Chapter 

of the Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, 
Incorporated; and the KUL Foundation! 

 

Let us help you with your professional,  
graphic design needs.  No job to large or small. 

 

Osiris Graphic Designs 

 Contact us at:  osirisgraphicdesigns@gmail.com or 860.888.2845 



 

  

 

 

The Brother Richard F. Peterson  
Memorial Scholarship  

 

About Our Scholarships 

The Brother Richard F. Peterson Memorial 
Scholarship is given in honor of one of Kappa 
Upsilon Lambda Chapter’s Most Honored 
Founders who touched the lives of countless 
thousands of over the years through his 
generosity and benevolence.  Upon Brother 
“Dickie” Peterson’s untimely passing on 
Monday, May 23, 2016, the Alumni Brothers of 
Rho Omicron (United States Military Academy 
at West Point, NY) established the Memorial 
Scholarship in honor and in gratitude for the 
part that Brother Peterson played in the 
establishment of the Chapter and to continue  

Since May 2017, both Scholarships are now being funded under the KUL 
Foundation’s Christopher J. Scudder Memorial Scholarship Fund.  The 
awards are competitive.  Applicants must have a minimum of an “A” average 
AND a strong list of verifiable community service activity and 
accomplishments. 

The Brother Nelson A. Keyes  
Memorial Scholarship  

 The Brother Nelson A. Keyes Memorial 
Scholarship was established in April 2017 in 
honor of Brother Nelson A. Keyes who passed 
away one year before on March 24, 2016.  
Brother Keyes was initiated into the 
Fraternity through Kappa Upsilon Lambda 
Chapter in the Spring of 1996.  He would later 
become a Life Member of the Fraternity and 
worked to instill and inspire in others the 
fortitude to pursue excellence in all areas of 
life …including the class room, in sports field, 
and/or service to the communities in which 
we live.  Must have a 3.78 or above/4.00. 

 

 

Brother Peterson’s annual commitment to bestow a monetary award to a 
high scholastic achieving (3.78 or above/4.00 (i.e. 94.5% and above)), 
college-bound, graduating Senior of minority descent.   



 

  

 

 
 Our Honorees 

The Brother Richard F. Peterson  
Memorial Scholarship Recipient   

 

Mr. Darien Gillins 
 

Senior at Beacon High School (Beacon, NY);  
Cumulative GPA:  92.8 .. Academic GPA: 98.3 (3.932/4.00) 

 

Accepted at and attending Stony Brook University  
(Stony Brook, NY) in Fall 2023  

 

Major:   Engineering 
 

Achievements & Community Service:  National Honor 
Society; Varsity Basketball (i.e. All County Coaches 

Honor); Boy Scouts of America; Volunteer at Westchester 
Food Pantry; Black Belt in Taekwondo; more 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

The Brother Nelson A. Keyes  
Memorial Scholarship Recipient   

 

Our Honorees 

Mr. Oluwaponmile “Wesley” Fafowora 
 

Senior at Arlington High School (Lagrangeville, NY);  
Weighted GPA:  97.65 (3.906/4.00) 

 

Accepted at and attending Vassar College  
(Poughkeepsie, NY) in Fall 2023 

 

Major:  Software Engineering 
 

Achievements & Community Service:  National Honors 
Society; French Honor Society; AHS Outstanding Admiral 
Award for Exceptional Achievement; Varsity Track; My 

Brother’s Keeper; Environmental Club; more 
 

 

 



 

 

… for being selected to receive the 
Richard F. Peterson Memorial 
Scholarship Award from the  

Mid-Hudson Valley Alphas!  

Congratulations, Darien 

 

We are so proud of you! 
Love, The Gillins Family 



 

 

To the Honorees and the Men of the  
Kappa Upsilon Lambda Chapter of  
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. .. 

 The Mid-Hudson Valley Alphas .. 

on your Dinner Dance!! 

Congratulations, 
 

 

N. P. H. C. 
Of tHe Mid-HudsON Valley 

 

www.mhvnphc.org 

 



 

 



 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 
To the Men of Alpha Phi Alpha on 

another successful event!  And to this 
year’s Student Honorees! 

If you ever need help, 
Call the Sheriff! 
845-486-3800 

Sheriff Kirk Imperati 



 

 

 
 

Silver Plus Sponsors 
Event Entertainment Sponsor 

The Davis Family 
 
 Bronze Sponsors 

Mrs. Karen Briscoe Reed (ΑΚΑ) (Assoc. Real Estate Broker) 
Homecave Records (Bro. Shawn Cheatham, Owner & CEO) 
Bro. Torrino Harvey (Independent Sales Rep, Combined) 

Osiris Graphic Designs (Bro. Eric Tarver, Owner) 
 
 

Friends of Alpha 
Akbar’s Take-Out & Catering – 845.337.7203 

 104 Smith Street; Poughkeepsie, NY  12601 
 

Ms. Lauren Elting-Terry – 914.456.6360 
Licensed Real Estate Salesperson for K Fortuna All Aspects Realty 

 

Eta Chi Lambda (ΗΧΛ) Chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. 
Bro. Les St. Louis, President 

 

G’s Barber Shop 
Alexander Gregory – Owner; 106 Smith Street; Poughkeepsie, NY 12601 

 

The Gillins Family 
 

Sheriff Kirk Imperati – Dutchess County Sheriff 
 

NPHC of the Mid-Hudson Valley 
Ms. LaToya Riley (∆Σθ), President 

 

Mr. Shawn Pitcher – 845.453.6486 
Broker for K Fortuna All Aspects Realty 

 

Mr. & Mrs. Levi and Arcola Robinson 
 

TD Bank 
 

The V.I.P. Pearls of Orange County, New York 
Mrs. Sonya Fiol-Grant (ΑΚΑ), President 

 

Benefactors, Sponsors & Patrons 

Thank You!! 

Benefactors 
Bro. & Mrs. Colin and Nazreth Smith 

Bro. Lydell Lettsome, MD & Mrs. Raquel Lettsome, PhD 
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Our Advertisers, Event Sponsors, Benefactors, and Patrons 
 

Thank you for your support of the Chapter, the Foundation, and our 
Annual Signature Event!  Without your help, this unique and attractive 
Souvenir Journal and the further endowing the ΚΥΛ Foundation would 
not be possible.  <Please see the Patrons Page for a complete list of 
supporters of this publication>.  
 
 

Mr. Joe Porco and the Staff of the Villa Borghese Caterers 
 

For your service, attention to detail, and helping make our 2023 
Scholarship Dinner Dance a reality! 
 
 

Our Live DJ – Brother  “DJ $hawn” Cheatham 
 

For working with us and providing superior musical selections. 
 
 

Flowers by Reni (Fishkill) 
 

Thanks to the staff at Flowers by Reni for the beautiful, professionally 
prepared, custom centerpieces for the event tables. 
 
 

Osiris Graphic Designs and print staff 
 

Thanks to the owners of Osiris Graphic Designs for your willingness to go 
the extra mile and providing your professional advice and services. 
Amazing job creating the designs for Souvenir Journal, the placards, 
certificates and more! 
 

 
 

The Wives of the Brothers of Kappa Upsilon Lambda Chapter 
 

For supporting and encouraging your husbands to perform their Fraternal 
duties in order to make this event a success. 
 
 

And Finally, the  Brothers 
 

For living Our Motto!  For Transcending!  For keeping the faith when 
some doubted!  For making the seemingly impossible possible.  For being 
true Alpha Men!  A-PHI!!  
 



 

 

… to the Mr. Wesley Fafowora &  
Mr. Darien Gillins for the Awards!  

Proud to support the Men of  
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. 

 in their endeavors! 

  

Congratulations 



 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 
TO THE HONOREES AND  

THE BROTHERS OF THE KAPPA  
UPSILON LAMBDA CHAPTER OF  

ALPHA PHI ALPHA FRATERNITY, INC.  
ON YOUR 2023 SCHOLARSHIP  

DINNER DANCE! 

 

 

THE DAVIS FAMILY IS PROUD TO  
SUPPORT THE CHAPTER AND THE  

KUL FOUNDATION ON THE 
 RESTART OF THIS SIGNATURE EVENT! 

Top Left Clockwise: The Davis Family 
Lynette, Chadwick (ΑΦΑ), Caitlyn, and Cason 



 

 

 

 

 

 Q:  What do all of these Men  
have in common? 

A:  They are all Sons of the  
Black and Old Gold. 

If you are a College Educated Man and want to learn more, 
talk to any one of us or contact us at mhvalphas@gmail.com 

 

 




